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 ג , תשפ"בשלחפרשת 

Singing To Hashem 
The Gemara in Sotah (30b) states: Rabi Yosi Haglili taught, when Klal Yisroel went up from the Yam Suf, 
they ‘placed their eyes’ upon saying shira. How did they say Shira? The baby was placed upon his mother’s 
lap, and the infant was nursing from his mother. As soon as they saw the Shechina, the baby lifted his neck 
and the infant stopped nursing, to proclaim ‘Ze Keili Vi’anveihu – This is my Hashem, and I will glorify 
Him’…1 

The question may be asked, what is meant by Klal Yisroel ‘placing their eyes’ on saying shira? Could it not 
have simply been worded, that they began to sing shira? Also, why does this saying focus upon the shira 
of the babies and infants? Perhaps we may answer this in the following manner. 

The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 21:5) tells us, that as Klal Yisroel neared the Yam Suf, they found 
themselves in a difficult predicament. The sea was before them, they were surrounded by wild animals, 
and their enemies were closing in on them. In their moment of absolute helplessness, they cried out to 
Hashem. Why did Hashem put them into this difficult situation, especially after they had just left the land 
that brought upon them so much oppression? The answer to this, was simply because Hashem desired 
their tefillos. This is comparable to a king who was travelling on a road, when he heard a princess crying 
out to him, imploring him to save her from a nearby group of bandits. Of course, the king saved her. After 
some time, the king decided that he wished to marry this regal princess. He tried to talk with her, but to 
no avail. Every attempt to bring her into a conversation, was futile. What did this king do? He incited the 
same criminals against this princess. When she began to scream to the king for help, he said, “This is 
exactly for what I have wished; to hear your voice once again!”. Similarly, while Klal Yisroel were under 
the servitude of Mitzrayim, they cried out in desperation to Hashem. After He had saved them, taking 
them from Mitzrayim with an outstretched Arm, Hashem desired to once again, hear their voices. 
However, when Klal Yisroel did not respond, Hashem incited Paroh to chase them. At that moment, Klal 
Yisroel began to call out to Hashem, for yet another time. Hashem then said, “This is for what I desired -- 
to hear your voices again!”.2 

We may learn a fundamental principle from the Medrash above. Our duty, is to form as close a relationship 
with Hashem as we possibly could through our tefillos. Thus, if we sincerely sing to Him in praise and 
thanks for all of the myriad of benefits which He is constantly bestowing upon us, then we are surely 

 
תנו רבנן, דרש רבי יוסי הגלילי: בשעה שעלו ישראל מן הים נתנו עיניהם לומר שירה, וכיצד אמרו שירה? עולל מוטל  (: דף ל עמוד ב)סוטה  1

מפיו, ואמרו זה אלי ואנוהו, שנאמר: מפי  על ברכי אמו ותינוק יונק משדי אמו, כיון שראו את השכינה, עולל הגביה צוארו ותינוק שמט דד  

 .עוללים ויונקים יסדת עוז
כיון שראו ישראל שהיו מוקפין מג' רוחות, הים סוגר והשונא רודף והחיות מן המדבר תלו עיניהם לאביהם  :  שמות רבה )פרשה כא סימן ה( 2

וא להם כך אלא שהיה הקדוש ברוך הוא מתאוה לתפלתן,  שבשמים וצעקו להקב"ה שנאמר ויצעקו בני ישראל אל ה' ולמה עשה הקדוש ברוך ה
אמר ריב"ל למה"ד למלך שהיה בא בדרך והיתה בת מלכים צועקת לו בבקשה ממך הצילני מיד הלסטים שמע המלך והצילה, לאחר ימים  

שמע המלך, כיון שבאו ביקש לישא אותה לאשה היה מתאוה שתדבר עמו ולא היתה רוצה, מה עשה המלך גירה בה הלסטים כדי שתצעוק וי
עליה הלסטים התחילה צועקת למלך, אמר לה המלך לכך הייתי מתאוה לשמוע קולך, כך ישראל כשהיו במצרים והיו משעבדים בהם התחילו  

וך  צועקים ותולין עיניהם להקב"ה שנאמר )שמות ב( ויהי בימים הרבים ההם וגו' ויזעקו, מיד וירא אלהים את בני ישראל התחיל הקדוש בר
הוא מוציאן משם ביד חזקה ובזרוע נטויה והיה הקדוש ברוך הוא מבקש לשמוע את קולם פעם אחרת ולא היו רוצין, מה עשה גירה לפרעה  

 ...לרדוף אחריהם שנאמר ופרעה הקריב מיד ויצעקו בני ישראל אל ה', באותה שעה אמר הקדוש ברוך הוא לכך הייתי מבקש לשמוע קולכם
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accomplishing this goal. We will be giving Hashem the greatest nachas ruach that one could imagine. Yet, 
what will be the case, if one evades this responsibility, not giving proper thought to Hashem’s Hand in his 
life? Hashem continues to desire having a relationship with that Jew. Therefore, if he does not utilize the 
opportunity to spend time to thank Him, then he might, chas veSholom, instead, find himself crying out 
to Hashem through a life of adversities. 

Another important point to know, is that there are two different ways in which we may come to praise 
and thank Hashem. The first, is the appreciation we have for Hashem that comes through contemplation. 
For example, one who gets up in the morning and puts on his socks, might spend a few moments feeling 
their material. He begins to think, from where did this fabric come? From a cotton bush?! How did it get 
its color? Then he gives thought to how comfortable it is to wear them…What would it be like to walk 
around without socks?! All of these thoughts bring him to cry out in gratitude to Hashem, for being The 
‘Malbish Arumim’… 

Then, there is a second way in which we are prompted to thank Hashem. That is, when Hashem brings 
about a novel, or outstandingly unusual situation. For instance, when a miraculous event occurs. At such 
times, we are inevitably stimulated to feel a genuine thankfulness towards Hashem. 

There is a difference, however, between these two means of appreciating the chasdei Hashem. Since, 
while one way would apply only to one who is thought-out and has the ability to contemplate, the other 
one would apply to everyone; men, women and even young children. 

After understanding these principles, we may now appreciate the Gemara which we brought earlier. Rabi 
Yosi was explaining to us that when Klal Yisroel experienced Krias Yam Suf, they finally took note of the 
pattern of events that occurred. They saw how Hashem saved them after they cried out in Mitzrayim, and 
then brought them into a stage of desperation once again, when they reached the Yam Suf. Now, when 
they were given this great miracle of Krias Yam Suf, they understood that this was a better way to be 
calling out to Hashem than the latter.  

Thus, they ‘placed their eyes’ upon singing shira to Hashem in the future, through contemplation over 
every chesed Hashem that would come before them. Rabi Yosi then continues his statement, by describing 
the particular shira which Klal Yisroel sang as an outcome of the present miracle; Krias Yam Suf. He 
delineated how it affected even the infants, and the babies on their mother’s lap, as this showed how it 
was a kindliness which was different than the average one from Hashem. It was a miracle of the greatest 
magnitude. 
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